Fall 2021
President's Message
Welcome to the fall edition of the Friends of McGilvray
Road newsletter.
Autumn is a season of changes as the days get shorter,
cooler, and brilliant colors highlight the trees. The trail
continues to be well attended especially as the mosquito
population thins out.
Thank you to Town of Holland and Mike Arneson Family
for your support of the McGilvray Road and the precious
gift of the Stephenson Farmstead Town Park which was
dedicated August 31, 2021.
Thanks to the hard worker bees and favorable weather
and water levels both Bridge 4 & 2 have been completed.
Replacement of the steel deck support beams and the full
deck on Bridge #4 was completed in December. The redecking of Bridge #2 was just completed in May. All six
remaining bridges have now been re-decked in the last
eight years. Awesome accomplishment, thanks to all the
Worker Bees. (Continued)
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Who’s Who in the Friends of
McGilvray Road
Board of Directors
Pat Caffrey
Herbert Grimek
Roger Ziegler
John Papenfuss
Barb Wuensch

Jay Fernholz
Nancy Hill
Linda McMullin
Ruth Scholze
Mike Wuensch

Officers
President - Ruth Scholze
Vice President – Herbert Grimek
Treasurer - Pat Caffrey
Secretary - Nancy Hill

Check out our website and connect with us at http://www.7bridgesrd.org
Join us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofMcGilvrayRd

Thanks to Roger Ziegler who keeps mowing the trail and picking up downed trees and branches, Robert Cottrell,
Butch Kleinsmith and all the Worker Bees. A big thanks goes out to Pat Caffrey who works endlessly on the trail and
as our treasurer.
The Friends of McGilvray Road wish you time to relax as you walk the trail. Enjoy the music of nature as you watch
the leaves flutter to the ground or see a squirrel busy gathering food for the winter. The ducks and geese will be
sounding the call to fly south as we celebrate the beauty of a new season in the coulee region.

Stephenson Park
On August 31 the new Town of Holland Park was dedicated. The occasion was a bright day, with Bob Stupi, Town
Chair, Marilyn Pedretti, Town Clerk, and Mike Arneson giving remarks and cutting a ribbon. The event was attended
by several residents.

The land for the park was donated to the Town of Holland by the Mike Arneson Family who have been longtime
supporters of the Friends of McGilvray Road. Mike Arneson, son of Mary and Dave Arneson, facilitated the donation
of the Stephenson Farmstead to the Town of Holland, to become a park. It is across from the entrance to the
McGilvray Road Van Loon property.
The gift of this acreage to the Town helps preserve some early farm history. The history of the Stephenson Farmstead
ties into the history of McGilvray Road. The Stephenson’s had a hayfield in what is now Van Loon south of Bridge 4,
and used McGilvray Road for access (as did other farmers). The new park helps preserve a more complete picture of
local history related to McGilvray Road. The park also provides a permanent natural buffer for the McGilvray Road
trailhead as development of the surrounding area continues.
The Town and the Stephenson and Arneson family have provided a quiet park with informative signage. It serves as a
level area for walking, observing nature, and as a buffer between the growing residential area and the Van Loon
Wildlife Area.

Karen Arneson Miller, daughter, and her family, Mike and Mary and Dave Arneson, as well as the Town of
Holland, are to be commended for their foresight and efforts.

The Town of Holland wished to thank the Arneson family for the generous donation of land and
to the Friends of the McGilvray Road for the assistance in getting the park “public” ready!
The Board of the Friends of McGilvray Road and the Arneson family reconvened for a short business
meeting and social time at Pizza Corral in Holmen.

Back row: Dave and Mary Arneson, Karen Arneson Miller, and Steve Miller
Front row: Mike Arneson, and Alex Miller

A New Partner
A new DNR employee has replaced our previous liaison, Anna Jahns. Paul Napierala introduces himself
below. Welcome Paul!
Hello everyone! My name is Paul Napierala. I grew up just north of Edgar, Wisconsin and spent
much of my youth hunting, fishing, and exploring the woods and waters of Central Wisconsin. My passion
for the outdoors led me to a bachelor’s degree in Wildlife Ecology from the University of Wisconsin Stevens Point.
My journey with the Wisconsin DNR started in 2014 as a Wildlife Management Intern at the Crex Meadows
Wildlife Area. I could not have asked for a better introduction into the important work of the Wildlife
Management Bureau. After that internship, I bounced around the state gaining as much experience as
possible working for the Wisconsin DNR. I moved
just about every year, working in Menomonie, La
Crosse, Eau Claire and Rhinelander offices. I
primarily worked in Wildlife Management but did
spend a year working in the Driftless Region on the
State Natural Areas crew. For the past 2.5 years, I’ve
served as the Wisconsin Rapids Wildlife Technician,
working on habitat management projects across
Marathon, Wood and Portage Counties.
I’m beyond excited to join the Black River Falls team
and begin my new role as the Wildlife Biologist
for La Crosse and Monroe Counties. I am looking

forward to working with all the great staff in La Crosse and having a positive impact on the wildlife areas,
conservation partnerships and local communities.
When I’m not working, you’ll find me outdoors with my wife Maryl, our 2-year old daughter June and our
dog Murphy. We’re all excited to get back to the Driftless Area!

Stay tuned for announcements to come about the McGilvray 2022 Calendar.

